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A SUCCESSFUL ALLIANCE WHICH SHOULD BE MAINTAINED 
by 
Raul Moscoso Alvarez 
Dr. Raul Moscoso Alvarez is the legal adviser to the Office of the President of the Republic and he also 
represents President Hurtado in his capacity as ex-officio member of the Executive Council of the Charles 
Darwin Foundation. He has written this article specially for Noticias de Galapagos and. in view of its 
importance. we are printing afull-Iength English translation for the convenience of readers whose knowledge 
of Spanish may be limited. Only the Spanish text is authentic. 
The present Government of Ecuador and no doubt the entire country is acutely aware of the scientific and 
scenic value of the Galapagos Islands and of the significant contribution that the Charles Darwin 
Foundation, through its Research Station on Santa Cruz Island, has made to the conservation of the 
Archipelago and to the training of Ecuadorean research workers. 
The President of the Republic, Osvaldo Hurtado, has stated in the clearest terms that the development of 
our island province should be planned "on lines radically different from those suitable for the mainland" 
(I) and has explicitly recognized the work of the Darwin Foundation as "an example of what can be 
achieved by scientific co-operation for the benefit of nature and man. (2). 
To this awareness of the importance of the Galapagos and the contribution of the Foundation must be 
added the desire of the Government to support the scientific work being carried out in the islands, not only 
by foreigners "to whom we are certainly grateful for their contribution" (3) but also by Ecuadorean 
scientists. 
This intention of the Government has been implemented by annual financial assistance although, 
sometimes for bureaucratic reasons, sometimes because of fiscal penury, payments have not been made on 
time or in the amounts originally offered. 
But in no case has the restriction of state aid to the Foundation been due to a political decision. 
Ecuador is grateful to scientifc institutions such as the Foundation, which have brought nothing but 
benefits to the country, and remains anxious to maintain good relations with the international scientific 
community. Chauvinism and xenophobia are fortunately not among our national defects but on the other 
hand our shortcomings, both in quantity and quality, are notorious in the fields of scientific investigation 
and in the exact and natural sciences. 
This honest appreciation of other people's merits and our own deficiencies has led the country to adopt a 
realistic policy for science and technology which, while renouncing a utopian autarchy, nevertheless 
preserves its overriding autonomy of decision in this field. 
The prestige which the Darwin Research Station has won by the quality of its work leads us to forget its 
small size and the very limited resources on which it unfortunately has to operate. 
This exaggerated notion of the size ofthe Station has frequently led to its being asked to undertake tasks 
beyond its capacity and it has thus become an attractive target for petty minds and politicking or pseudo-
scientific critics, of which there is no lack in any country, persons who, with ill-concealed designs on 
personal promotion at any cost, have set their sights and turned their guns on the Foundation. The 
poverty of their arguments has not yet sunk into the minds of the public or the Ecuadorean scientific 
community or, worse still, the National Government. 
The enemies of the Foundation are so few and so poorly qualified that they will fail in their efforts to 
undermine the institution and destroy this "successful alliance of National Government and international 
science". 
The bonds umtmg Ecuador and the Foundation, far from growing weaker or breaking, are being 
strengthened and extended - as indeed they should be. 
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We believe it is necessary to support this favourable trend because the immensity of the task to be faced 
and the successes that have been won cannot be lightly tossed overboard merely on the plea that the 
contractual date to end an agreement has been reached or that the sophistical arguments of a few 
crackpots should be accepted uncritically. 
We share the opinion of the Director General of UNESCO, Amador Mahatar M'Bow, regarding "the 
need for a joint organization to continue the programme so well begun by the Charles Darwin Research 
Station and by national and international institutions with a view not only to the conservation of these 
islands but also to the development of a centre for national and international scientific investigation." (4). 
This catalogue of opinions induces us to put forward the following series of proposals: 
Elaborate a Master Plan for Conservation and Social Development in the Galapagos. 
Include in this plan a policy for the support of scientific work in the Galapagos. 
Maintain financial assistance for the Darwin Station. 
Sign an Agreement with the Charles Darwin Foundation designed to prolong, strengthen and 
update the good relations existing between it and the Republic of Ecuador. 
Propose to the Charles Darwin Foundation a series of measures covering policies of scientific 
investigation, drawn up and approved by the Foundation's "Ecuadorean Group", with the object 
of incorporating them in the Master Plan to serve as guidelines for future research at the Station. It 
should be made clear: that they have no other purpose than the continuance of this organization 
with its characteristic excellence in field research, which offers ever greater opportunities for the 
training of national scientists; that the Station should be increasingly concerned with giving advice 
on conservation matters to all the authorities involved in the social and economic development of 
the Galapagos; that it should publish Spanish translations of the more important reports on the 
scientific work at the Station; and that it should expand its socially invaluable programme of 
Human Ecology. 
This, then, is what the artificially inflated question of "the ecuadoreanization of the CDRS" really 
amounts to. 
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